
 
 

Flooding Update 
The Somali Regional State Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (SRS DPPB) indicated water trucking is not 
required in the Somali Region until mid or late October 2012. The substantial amounts of karan rainfall recorded both in 
Jijiga and Shinile zones (Somali region) have increased water availability, a condition that supplemented water trucking 
activity in the region. These heavy rains also enhanced pasture regeneration in some areas. However, there are reports of 
rains damaging a number of homes (traditional huts) and even water pumps that are used for local irrigation.  
 
Improving food security conditions in the SNNPR continue to be reported as farmers harvest cabbage, Irish potatoes, 
haricot beans and maize for local consumption.  
 
In Bahir Dar town (Amhara Region), the Government’s Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) 
distributed food relief to 749 people affected by flooding in the last week of August 2012. The Agriculture Task Force (ATF) 
of OCHA is facilitating agency responses while FAO is providing technical coordination. The regional government secured 
funding to procure seeds from organizations such as ActionAID and other agencies to distribute to the affected people. In 
addition to seed distribution, other forms of assistance include cash-based transfers, replacement of lost assets and 
livestock restocking as well as animal health care provision. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 28 August, the dispatch of the fifth round of relief food reached 86 per cent, targeting 3.28 million people. In line with 
the previous Human Requirements Document (HRD), priority regional distribution reached 99 per cent (Amhara), 80 per 
cent (Somali), 91 per cent (Oromia), 84 per cent (Afar) and 67 per cent (Tigray). For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
 
Health Update 
Reports confirm 40,229 positive cases of malaria (including 1 death at Case Fatality Rate/CFR of 0.0025 per cent) at the 
national level in the previous week. Overall, a total of 1,236,778 malaria positive cases and 160 deaths (CFR=0.013) were 
reported across all regions of Ethiopia since January 2012. Three regions made up the 88.7 per cent of the national case 
load, including Amhara (29.2 per cent), Oromia (12.6 per cent) and SNNP (46.9 per cent).  A peak case load was reported 
in June but the trend declined in consecutive months. The most affected areas in the three regions are  West Gojjam, South 
and North Gondar, Awi (Amhara); West and South West Shewa, Jimma, east and west Wollega (Oromia) and Wolaita, 
Gamogofa, Sidama, Kembata Tembaro and Hadia (SNNPR). To supplement ongoing prevention and control measures, 
three teams of experts from the Public Health Emergency Management/ Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute 
(PHEM/EHNRI) and the Federal Ministry of Health (FMOH) are in the Amhara, SNNP, and Oromia regions. The teams 
reactivated disease surveillance and monitor data at woreda level. Weekly situational monitoring meetings continue at the 
Federal Ministry of Health.  
 
The EHNRI laboratory received a total of 312 blood samples suspected to be carrying the measles virus from all regions of 
Ethiopia in the past four weeks. Amhara and Oromia region suspected cases amount to 64 per cent of the national case 
load. The laboratory reported 43 specimens to be positive for measles Igm. For more information, contact: who-
wro@et.efro.who.int 
 
Moyale Update 
According to the DRMFSS, the security situation in Moyale town and its surroundings is improving and zonal offices in 
both the Somali and Oromia zones are open and functioning. DRMFSS and WFP provided the initial relief food ration 
(full basket) over a period of fifteen days. The outcome of a verification assessment conducted in Moyale is pending.  
 
DRMFSS provided NFI and shelter items but more is required to address existing needs in addition to water rationing, 
health and nutrition interventions. The DRMFSS should provide leadership on the ground and support a multi-sectoral 
assessment a key priority. UNICEF is working to ensure the immediate commencement of water trucking supply for 
the affected population. UNICEF is releasing three months supply of six drug kits to Merlin which contain essential 
drugs for 15,000 people. The DRMFSS requested to lead the coordination of Moyale response action from its offices 
in Addis Ababa. Agencies working in Moyale liaise closely with the Ministry of Federal Affairs which is coordinating 
interventions in Moyale. The DRMFSS will communicate the possibility of conducting a much needed assessment that 
will provide information on the existing needs and assist with planning respective responses. A recent visit by Merlin to 
some of the areas indicated water shortages amongst the affected population. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et or ocha-eth@un.org  
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